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vessels being at liberty, more squadrons were formed which were to fight in a series of lines. Thus there arose out of our tactics a new organization which exerted a determining influence upon the Navy Bill. On the basis of our results I also reintroduced the old designation " Ship of the Line" into the navy.
I cannot avoid the impression that the real meaning of the squadron principle is at times not fully appreciated. The perfectly natural tendency of the Commander-in-Chief to lead the whole fleet as a tactical unit only meets the case in certain situations. On the other hand, it is usually only a certain independence on the part of the squadron commanders that can produce the highest effort on the part of the fleet. The larger the fleet, the more difficult it is to handle when concentrated. Its manoeuvrings become clumsier, and the commander is easily prevented by smoke, rain, and particularly powder-smoke, from reviewing the position of the various sections. This is the most important reason why we decided upon the squadron as the tactical unit, and thus gave the squadron commanders and the equivalent leaders of flotillas the right to act " according to circumstances." The full realization of this idea is also connected with the endeavour permanently to adjust the organization and method of the navy to the training of men who possess the gift of leadership.
Soon after us all navies proceeded to adopt some kind of line tactics and our squadron principle. Thus